Soluble CD26 and CD30 plasma levels in HIV infected patients with and without GB virus type C coinfection.
GB virus type C (GBV-C) probably influences HIV infection associated disease by either directly inhibiting HIV replication or enhancing the immune competence to cope with HIV. Still the definitive mechanisms of this inhibitory effect need to be identified. To address the possibility of immune modulating effects of GBV-C coinfection in HIV patients we evaluated plasma levels of soluble (s) CD26 and CD30 in HIV infected patients with and without GBV-C. Cross-sectional comparison of sCD26 and sCD30 levels among 6 HIV/GBV-C coinfected, 11 HIV mono-infected and 13 healthy controls was carried out. We used a commercial EIA to evaluate sCD26 and scD30 and a RT-PCR assay to detect active GBV-C infection. The Mann-Whitney U test was used for statistical analysis. No statistically significant differences were observed in levels of sCD26 and sCD30 in plasma of HIV infected patients with and without GBV-C viremia. GBV-C infection does not appear to influence the sCD26 and sCD30 levels.